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How one Cuban  
Christian teenager  
quizzed CSW’s staff  
on a recent solidarity visit.

Meeting Eric Batista was one of the 
best things I’ve ever done.

So often we hold a simplified picture 
of a persecuted Christian in our minds.  
But when I recently met him on a CSW 
visit, Eric inadvertently challenged 
those preconceptions.

As a 19-year-old Cuban Christian 
refugee, Eric arrived in the USA with 
his family just two weeks before we 
met. Many people assume that as a 
traditionally Catholic nation, Christians 
in Cuba can safely be ignored.  But that’s 
just not the case, and Eric’s family is 
living proof.

Because of Eric’s mother’s role in 
human rights and pro-democracy 
groups, his family has seen and 
experienced some of the most brutal 
treatment of Christians in the Americas.  
The family told us how, whilst in...
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Eric’s family 
represents 
thousands of 
other Christians 
struggling under an 
impossible regime 
which is digging its 
heels in while the 
people suffer.

“Persecuted but not abandoned”
by Francesca Adelphi

detention, Eric’s father had been yanked 
down from a bunk bed onto a concrete 
floor – something that could have easily 
killed him.  His mother was followed 
by government spies nearly every time 
she went to Mass.  She was routinely 
arrested and beaten by the authorities 
to stop her from attending church 
services and religious classes.  Eric had 
also been detained several times.

Sitting in their new flat I wondered how 
they were adjusting from an entirely 
different life on their home island just 
90 miles away – roughly the distance 
between Birmingham and London.

“Tell me what it’s like in Britain!”   
Eric asked me through my colleague 
who translated his excitable Spanish.  
“What about the Olympics?  And 
London?  Does it always snow in 
Scotland? What’s life like in Poland?”  
Of course I told him that thousands of 
CSW supporters are praying for Cuba.

His enthusiastic questioning brought a 
huge smile to my face.  I hadn’t prepared 
myself for such a gracious attitude – that 
he wanted to hear from me, when I was 
only there to listen to him.

Such a thirst for knowledge of the outside 
world also illustrated to me how regimes 
like Cuba’s deliberately keep their people 
in the dark, pumping out propaganda that 
promotes the ‘revolutionary’ spirit.  One of 
the countries Eric knew about was North 
Korea.  I didn’t know how much he really 
knew.  I wasn’t sure I was ready to tell him.

Eric’s family represents thousands of 
other Christians struggling under an 
impossible regime which is digging 
its heels in as the people suffer.  CSW 
has been highlighting these realities 
to policy makers and governments for 
over a decade.  They have gradually 
taken notice and we’ve seen important 
advocacy breakthroughs that have 

made tangible improvements to the 
lives of families just like Eric’s.

Another milestone will be Cuba’s 
human rights review taking place at the 
UN this spring.  My colleagues and our 
on the ground contacts have compliled 
numerous personal testimonies and 
research that will be considered there.  
It’ll be a prime opportunity to highlight 
Cuba’s anti-religious injustices on a 
world stage – so please pray for that 
opportunity.

As for Eric, he’s shown me there’s 
always room for hope, for exploration, 
not for self-pity but for seizing the 
opportunity to do good and learn from 
other Christians wherever you find 
yourself. His family were persecuted but 
not abandoned, struck down but not 
destroyed. We’ve got a lot to learn  
from families like Eric’s, in ways that  
we don’t expect.  Let’s get to know  
them better!

You can pray for Eric’s family and for Cuba using the 
Prayer Diary with this issue of Response, or you can 
access it online at www.csw.org.uk/prayerdiary

Continued 
from page 1

Pray for 
Cuban 
families
Omar and Kenia  
Gude Perez 
Omar is a charismatic church 
leader. His family have 
endured his imprisonment 
for almost four years. As we 
went to print we heard that 
Omar and his family had 
reached the USA having been 
granted asylum there.

Mario-Felix 
Lleonart Barroso 
and family
As a Baptist church leader, 
Mario-Felix has prayed with 
human rights defenders and 
blogged the realities of life 
in Cuba. He’s suffered the 
consequences, and his family 
faces constant intimidation 
and threats from the 
authorities.

Dr Oscar Biscet
Nominated for a Nobel Peace 
Prize, Dr Biscet is a Christian 
human rights defender who 
served eight years of a 25-
year sentence in connection 
with his human rights work. 
He and his wife rarely 
leave their home except for 
church on Sundays. CSW has 
supported the couple for 
over ten years.

Encourage and pray for more 
families using Connect  
and Encourage. Visit  
www.csw.org.uk/
connectandencourage or 
call us for a printed version 
on 0845 456 5464.

�ay

120
100s

separate religious 
freedom violations 
were recorded by 
CSW in 2012, more 
than four times 
greater than the 
previous year.

of Cubans were put 
under house arrest 
during the Pope’s 
visit to Cuba in  
April 2012.

the sentence given 
to Omar Gude Perez 
– leader of a fast-
growing Charismatic 
church movement 
– based on false 
charges.

6½ 
years
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Did You Know ?

Country in focus

CUBA



Meeting prisoners
CSW’s East Asia Team Leader, Ben 
Rogers, met Ko Jimmy, a member of  
the student movement which led the 
pro-democracy protests in 1988. He 
was imprisoned for his part in this,  
and was only released a year ago. 

THE EDITORIAL
by mervyn thomas

chief executive

Spring is a time for new 
beginnings, so welcome to your 
refreshed edition of Response - 
I hope you enjoy it!

You’ll notice more news from the 
frontlines of fighting religious 
persecution, more in-depth insights 
into our work, and more of a peek 
behind the scenes at how it all happens. 
Response will arrive at your door 
quarterly from now on.

Please let the me know what you think 
of it by filling in the survey included in 
this issue!  We need your feedback to 
ensure we equip you effectively with 
information and action you can take on 
religious persecution.

In the last issue of Response I talked 
about what could be the hardest 
commandment in the Bible: to love 
our enemies, and pray for those who 
persecute us (Matthew 5:44). It’s one 
of the most difficult, but also one of 
the most powerful prayers we can pray. 
I want to encourage you to recommit 
yourself to praying for the persecutors.

When a CSW staff member visited 
Turkey in 2010, she met a lady who had 
just fled Iran in awful circumstances 
because of her faith. With painful 
memories still fresh in her mind, the 
woman gently but firmly told my 
colleague, “I cannot pray for those 
responsible.”  We need to stand in 
that gap for them – praying for the 
persecutors of those whose emotional 
wounds are too fresh to forgive.  

You can start doing that today  
using the tear-off poster on the  
back cover and the persecutors’  
prayer opposite. Use them in  
your church, prayer and Bible  
study group.  We all need to play  
our part in these prayers.

May God continue to bless  
you throughout 2013.
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Empowering 
Burmese victims
Thank you for your support: 
because of your giving we’re 
able to fund fact-finding 
visits like this one to burma. 

see more photos online at www.csw.org.uk/burma 
Book you place at the burma day of prayer on  
9 march at www.csw.org.uk/prayforburma  

Visiting Churches  
under attack
The Burmese Government took 
over the extensive land of this 
Methodist church.

Training Activists
Over three days, CSW staff trained around 
twenty political activists from around 
Burma in how to document human rights 
abuses and work with the media.

that gap for them – praying for the 
persecutors of those whose emotional 
wounds are too fresh to forgive.  

You can start doing that today 
using the tear-off poster on the 
back cover and the persecutors’ 
prayer opposite. Use them in 
your church, prayer and Bible 
study group.  We all need to play 

od continue to bless 

Lord when I can’t bring  
myself to pray for my enemies, 
Remind me of the grace you�howed me.

When I struggle to forgive  
those who persecute others,
Be there to give me grace.
As I try to follow the example  
of Christ in suffering,
Show me what it means  

to live in your grace. 
Your grace is sufficient,  

now and forever.

Persecutors’ Prayer

AMEN
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In-depth: What is freedom 

of religion or belief?
Sofia Lemmetyinen is CSW’s Senior EU Advocate and heads up our Brussels office.

We caught up with her to talk about the essentials of religious freedom.

Q: What exactly is Freedom of Religion or Belief?

A: It means that you have the right to have any religion or belief that you want, or to choose to have none at all.  

You can change your belief and try to persuade other people to follow your conviction in a non-coercive way. It also 

means that you can practise your religion or belief freely on your own or with other people, publicly or privately.

Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states:

‘Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his 

religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his 

religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.’

It is one of the most basic freedoms we have, a cornerstone for our identity, our worldview and our relations with 

others. It is an essential freedom for the development of democratic and peaceful societies.

Q: So what can we say about the scope of religious freedom violations worldwide?

A: According to the American think tank, the Pew Forum, three quarters of the world’s population lives in countries 

where there are high or very high restrictions on religious freedom. This is a really worrying finding, and all the more 

so because the number of countries where severe religious freedom violations occur seems to be rising.

Q: What are some of the challenges of raising religious freedom at the EU?

A: One of the main challenges in this work is that religious freedom is perceived as a sensitive matter. Religion and 

belief touch us deeply and people often have strong opinions about their place in society. Religious freedom is also 

easily misunderstood: It is not a privilege for a particular group, but a necessary freedom for every person. Freedom 

of religion or belief is not only about freedom of worship but affects so many other dimensions of life including the 

right to equality and non-discrimination. Explaining this complex but comprehensive nature of religious freedom to 

EU diplomats and politicians - and turning words into action - are among the challenges I face in my daily work.

Q: What are you working on at the moment?

A: In partnership with other organisations, we have asked the EU to adopt a set of guidelines on 

religious freedom.  We provided substantial input into this process, in order to help the EU to 

identify and address religious freedom violations effectively. As you read this interview, we 

are waiting for the EU to officially finalise these guidelines. This is a major success and step 

forward - CSW has been part of shaping the EU’s policy on promoting religious  

freedom worldwide.

using the Prayer Diary Please pray for CSW’s staff members 

working with international institutions. you can also 

access it online at WWW.csw.org.uk/prayerdiary 

You can also help us tackle religious persecution by signing 

up for our Operation 18 campaign pack (see opposite), 

available in mid-March. Just call us on 0845 456 5464 to 

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk
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up for our Operation 18 campaign pack (see opposite), 

up for our Operation 18 campaign pack (see opposite), 

available in mid-March. Just call us on 0845 456 5464 to 

available in mid-March. Just call us on 0845 456 5464 to 

available in mid-March. Just call us on 0845 456 5464 to 

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk
available in mid-March. Just call us on 0845 456 5464 to 

available in mid-March. Just call us on 0845 456 5464 to 

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk

In partnership with other organisations, we have asked the EU to adopt a set of guidelines on 

religious freedom.  We provided substantial input into this process, in order to help the EU to 

identify and address religious freedom violations effectively. As you read this interview, we 

are waiting for the EU to officially finalise these guidelines. This is a major success and step 

forward - CSW has been part of shaping the EU’s policy on promoting religious 

lease pray for CSW’s staff members 

tional institutions. you can also 

access it online at WWW.csw.org.uk/prayerdiary 

You can also help us tackle religious persecution by signing 

up for our Operation 18 campaign pack (see opposite), 

available in mid-March. Just call us on 0845 456 5464 to 

available in mid-March. Just call us on 0845 456 5464 to 

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk

add your name to the list, or email admin@csw.org.uk



2013
Campaign 

NEWS
The right to convert is widely overlooked, 
even though we have human rights law to 
protect it.  

It’s Article 18 within the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights that protects our individual right to 
choose or change our faith.  It’s also what protects 
our right to share our religion – without Article 18, our 
beliefs would be a strictly private matter.  But in many 
countries, Article 18 is disregarded, making life difficult 
for religious believers.

From March 2013, CSW is tackling this problem with a 
new campaign: Operation 18, upholding the right to 
choose your religion.

This is our biggest, boldest campaign yet, and we really 
want you to give it all you’ve got!  We’ve created a range 
of activities for your church and for various age groups.  
And we’ll be asking you to pray, protest and provide so 
that we see the lives of religious believers around the 
world changed for the better.

upholding the right to 
choose YOUR RELIGION

upholding the right to 
choose YOUR RELIGION

Welcome to

Order your Operation 18 
launch pack today and 
we’ll send you one hot 
off the press!  Just call 
us on 0845 456 5464 or 
email admin@csw.org.uk

Scan this code 
with your 
smartphone to 
find out more

Welcome to
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2012
Campaign 

UPDATE

So many of you took action as part of CSW’s Cry 
Freedom campaign over the last year – thank 
you so much!

Together we’ve met our aim by maintaining pressure on some 
of the world’s most repressive regimes with regard to their 
religious freedom record.  Here are some of the figures in brief:

Thank you 
for taking 
part in  
Cry Freedom!

The number of 
individual lobbying 
actions, and this figure 
continues to groW

The total number of 
views of the campaign 
films online

The  impressive amount 
of views of the Eritrea 
film that we asked you 
to share so that the 
UK church and policy 
makers were made more 
aware of the situation 
for Eritrean Christians

of you donated a tweet 
which helped CSW tell 
164,000 others about 
the campaign

12,596

24,293
9,120

164

Order your Operation 18 
launch pack today and 
we’ll send you one hot 
off the press!  Just call 
us on 0845 456 5464 or 
email admin@csw.org.uk

Order your Operation 18 
launch pack today and 
we’ll send you one hot 
off the press!  Just call 
us on 0845 456 5464 or 
email admin@csw.org.uk
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Our volunteers  
constantly amaze us  
with their humility and  
helpfulness.  We appreciate 
their hard work so much.

Alan was born and raised in south-east 
London, and has volunteered part-time 

with CSW for 11 years.

We asked Alan how 
he came to support 
CSW as a volunteer.

“I used to work in the 
London docks and 
then at Gravesend 
on the clerical side 
of shipping. I then 
joined CSW in 
November 2001.

I started on odds 
and ends - mostly 
in the finance 

department - writing cheques and 
doing filing.  Since then I’ve come 
to know the friendly finance team 
pretty well, plus several of the other 
volunteers which is also good fun!  Of 
course, as well as being at CSW I always 
have time to watch the odd game of 
cricket and do a spot of walking.

I do find CSW relaxing and so far I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed volunteering here.  
If I hadn’t felt so welcome I wouldn’t 
have stayed!”

We love our volunteers, and they 
contribute a huge amount towards 
realising our dreams of religious 
freedom. 

If you’d like to volunteer for 
CSW at some of our events 
around the country or in  
the office just call us on  
0845 456 5464 and we’ll take  
it from there!

Latest
News
PAKISTAN: On 16 January 2013, Pakistan’s Supreme 
Court dismissed a final attempt to reopen the case 
against Rimsha Masih, the young Christian girl accused of 
blasphemy in August 2012, bringing legal proceedings on 
the matter to a close.

CHINA: The 
wife of imprisoned 
Christian and former 
house church leader 
Alimujiang Yimiti has 
unexpectedly had 
her monthly visits 
reduced to one visit 
every three months, a 
restriction that Alim’s 
former lawyer believes to be illegal. 

VIETNAM: On 1 January a new decree relating to 
freedom of religion or belief came into force, which sets 
out the conditions for registration of religious activities 
and practitioners, and includes a wide range of limitations 
on religious practice. CSW is deeply concerned about the 
vague and restrictive nature of the decree. 

NIGERIA: Six people were killed and two injured 
when gunmen, suspected to be members of the Islamist 
extremist militia Boko Haram, attacked a church service in 
a village in Yobe State on Christmas morning. Six others 
were murdered in an assault on a Christmas Eve service in 
Borno State. Since December 2010, over 45 Christians in 
five northern states have died in consecutive attacks on 
Christmas services by Boko Haram. 

What’s  
been 
happening 
around  
the world…

Volunteer Voice:  

Alan  



      

Have you ever 
thought about 
becoming a CSW rep? 

It’s one of the most 
effective ways you can 
champion the persecuted 
in your church community.

CSW reps are the hands and feet of CSW in the church.  
They’re a vital bridge of communication, letting church 
leaders and congregations know how CSW’s close-knit 
network of staff and supporters are striving for religious 
freedom.  Not to mention how every single church in 
the UK can support persecuted Christians in practical 
ways – through prayer, cards and finance.

If this sounds like something you or a friend might 
enjoy doing, CSW’s Supporter Relationship Manager, 
Jill Coombe, is running two free rep events in March 
and April. There you’ll hear about our new Operation 
18 campaign (see p5), talk to our expert advocacy staff 
and hear testimonies from those who have suffered 

King’s Cross Baptist Church, London 
on 23 March 
10.30am - 4.30pm

Nottingham Christian Centre  
on 27 April  
10.30am - 4.30pm

persecution. On top of that there’ll be a  
Q&A session with our current reps.

If you’re not sure about becoming a  
rep – come to one of the rep days  
anyway.  You don’t have to sign up as  
a rep on the day, but be warned: you’ll  
leave the day fired up with a greater  
desire to serve the persecuted!

To BOOK your free  
place call Jill on  
020 8329 0014 or email  
jillcoombe@csw.org.uk

Running the race  
with perseverance
Bill’s job is to work with CSW’s generous 
supporters and trusts to ensure we have 
enough income to continue our mission to 
serve the persecuted and secure global 
religious freedom.  This year he’s taking 
his job quite literally by running the 
Brighton marathon – raising funds for CSW! 

Not one for running, but a big 
believer in CSW’s work on behalf 
of those running a race of spiritual 
perseverance, Bill has been donning 
his trainers and pounding his local 
pavements in preparation for the  
26-mile race in April.  

He’ll join the likes 
of other runners 
such as Tim Kovoor 

who is running the Paris Marathon 
for CSW this Spring, and Disni 
Jayasuria who ran a marathon 
for CSW and has held several 
awareness and fundraising events.

Love running?  Please get your trainers on for CSW, 
so we can fulfil our calling to help the UK and world 
church to honour, support and pray for the persecuted.  
You’ll be ensuring that our advocacy staff can keep 
reporting challenging personal testimonies and 
religious freedom developments to policy makers 
across the world, and our communications team can 
bring even more people into this journey towards 
religious freedom with us!

Got a better fundraising idea?  Get in touch with your 
suggestions by emailing Bill at billlowe@csw.org.uk or 
by calling 0845 456 5464.

If you’d like to  
sponsor Bill, go to  
www.csw.org.uk/bill  
If you want to  
donate to CSW visit  
www.csw.org.uk/donate,  
or fill in the gift  
response form With  
this newsletter.

“Send me”:  
the vital bridge of a CSW rep

Fundraising
FOCUS

Get Involved

ottingham Christian Centre  

persecution. On top of that there’ll be a 
Q&A session with our current reps.

If you’re not sure about becoming a 
rep – come to one of the rep days 
anyway.  You don’t have to sign up as 
a rep on the day, but be warned: you’ll 
leave the day fired up with a greater 
desire to serve the persecuted!

020 8329 0014 or email  
jillcoombe@csw.org.uk
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You have heard  
that it was said,  
Love  
your neighbour  
& HATE  
your enemy
But I tell you, 

Love  
your enemies  
& PRAY  
for those who  
persecute you,  
that you may be 
children  
of your Father  
in heaven

Christian Solidarity Worldwide is an organisation working for religious freedom 
through advocacy and human rights, in the pursuit of justice.
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read more: CSW’s Senior EU advocate, Sofia 
Lemmetyinen discusses Freedom of religion  
or Belief in the current edition of response.

See more photos  
of CSW’s recent visit  
to Burma online at  
www.csw.org.uk/burma

Week

Week

1-9 March

10-16 March

1

2

On 8 March the world will mark International Women’s 
Day. On that day, the Ladies in White will be preparing 
for another Sunday of peaceful protest - and risking 
imprisonment.

Every Sunday, these Cuban women protest against the 
imprisonments of their family members by attending 
Mass wearing white dresses to symbolise peace, and 
then silently marching through the streets.

Over the years, their peaceful actions have led to many  
of their members being threatened and arrested.

Women and girls, and their 
right to religious freedom

BUrMA

•	Thank	God	for	the	courage	
of	the	Ladies	in	White,	as	
they	continue	to	protest	
injustice	despite	the	
government’s	attempts	to	
silence	them,	

•	Ask	God	to	protect	them	as	
they	exercise	their	right	to	
peaceful	protest,

•	Pray	that	the	rights	of	
women	all	over	the	world	
would	be	respected.

•	Pray	that	the	activists	who	
attended	CSW’s	training	
will	be	able	to	use	their	
skills	to	speak	up	for	their	
right	to	religious	freedom,

•	Pray	that	Ko	Jimmy	would	
be	given	the	courage	to	
continue	to	speak	up	for	
democracy	and	justice,

•	Use	the	information	
opposite	to	inspire		
further	prayer.

This week please:

This week please:

Ko Jimmy’s energy was evident as he told CSW’s East 
Asia Team Leader about the human rights work he’s 
been doing since he was released from prison last 
year. He’d been imprisoned for his part in leading the 
pro-democracy movement in 1988, which was viciously 
suppressed by the government.

Burma has seen so many years of turmoil and 
oppression – and yet, Burmese Christians and other 
minorities continue to show our staff that their thirst 
for freedom and justice is unquenchable. 

Meanwhile, CSW continues to train democracy  
activists from around the country to advocate 
effectively for their rights, to work with 
the media, to raise awareness of their local 
situations, and to formally document human 
rights violations against their communities.



Week 17-23 March3

Since Eritrea gained independence in 1991, its government 
has grown increasingly ruthless. Ten years ago they banned 
all churches except those belonging to three denominations, 
forbidding them from meeting together under any 
circumstances. Up to 3,000 Christians are estimated to be 
imprisoned – including hundreds from one of the three 
approved denominations. 

Conditions are appalling, with 
some prisoners locked in metal 
shipping containers in the 
scorching desert heat, or kept  
in cramped underground cells. 

When the UN decided last July 
to appoint a Special Rapporteur 
to investigate Eritrea’s human rights situation, we were so 
overjoyed! CSW has campaigned for this for many years, so it 
was an astonishing breakthrough. 

EriTrEA

•	Please	pray	that	Eritrea	would	allow	the	Special	Rapporteur	
inside	the	country	to	report	on	the	true	situation,

•	Pray	that	God	would	give	wisdom	and	discernment	to	the	
Special	Rapporteur	when	dealing	with	Eritrean	officials,

•	Pray	that	the	voices	of	Eritrea’s	people	would	clearly	be	
heard	at	the	UN	now	that	the	Special	Rapporteur	has	been	
appointed,

•	Use	the	information	above	to	inspire	further	personal	and	
group	prayer.

Throughout this week please:
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Watch the video – visit 
www.csw.org.uk/eritrea

CSW’s Senior Public Affairs Officer was in the 
UN chamber when the decision to appoint a 
Special Rapporteur was made. He explains 
what it was like to be there. 

Please
Pray

Prayer
Diary
Spring



Week

Week

24-30 March

31 March-6 April

4

5

Over the past few years, CSW’s advocacy 
officers have advocated for a set of 
guidelines to inform the EU on how to 
prevent and address religious freedom 
violations around the world. These 
guidelines are based on international 
human rights principles of equality and 
non-discrimination. 

As we go to press we’re expecting final confirmation 
that the guidelines will be adopted in the coming 
months.

This represents a major step forward for CSW’s work 
at the EU!

EUrOpEAn UniOn

CUBA

•	Thank	God	for	using	CSW	in	
this	influential	way,

•	Pray	that	EU	officials	would	
acknowledge	the	vital	
importance	of	religious	
freedom	and	that	foreign	
policy	decisions	and	actions	
would	be	informed	by	these	
guidelines,

•	Pray	that	the	guidelines	
would	be	used	effectively	
by	policy-makers,

•	Pray	that	lives	would	be	
saved	and	prisoners	would	
be	freed	as	a	result.

•	On	Easter	Sunday,	thank	
God	for	the	new	life	he	has	
graciously	given	to	Omar,	
Kenia	and	their	children,

•	Pray	that	the	family	would	
settle	quickly	into	their	new	
life	in	the	USA,	and	would	
feel	at	home	in	their	new	
church	community,

•	Pray	that	God	would	bring	
opportunities	for	them	
to	continue	working	for	
religious	freedom	in	Cuba,	
even	though	they’re	no	
longer	in	the	country.

This week please:

This week please:
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Omar and Kenia Gude Perez, along 
with their children, have arrived 
safely in the USA. It’s been an 
incredible journey for them.

Omar, a leader of a fast-growing 
charismatic church movement, was sentenced to six 
and a half years in prison back in 2008. The trumped-
up charges against him were an attempt to disguise 
the government’s efforts to silence his outspokenness 
on persecution.

The US Government had granted the family asylum 
in July 2011, after Omar was barred from working 
as a church leader. However, the Cuban Government 
refused to let the whole family leave the country 
together for another year and a half. The wait has been 
traumatic for the whole family, but now, finally, they 
have a new start.
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Week 7-13 April6

At the heart of CSW’s mission is Article 18 of  
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
which says:

‘Everyone	has	the	right	to	freedom	of	thought,	
conscience	and	religion.

This	right	includes	freedom	to	change	his	
religion	or	belief,	and	freedom,	either	alone	
or	in	community	with	others	and	in	public	or	
private,	to	manifest	his	religion	or	belief	in	
teaching,	practice,	worship	and	observance.’

Put simply, if every country in the world put 
Article 18 into practice, CSW wouldn’t need to 
exist. So we’re trying to work ourselves out of a 
job – but we need you to help us!

Operation 18, CSW’s new campaign, will focus 
on Article 18.  It covers your freedoms to choose 
a religion, to resist pressure to convert to 
another religion, and to share your faith openly 
with others.  Put simply we’ve coined this 
catchphrase: choose, refuse, enthuse.

Operation 18 launched in March, so now’s 
the time to get involved. But please begin 
by supporting it in prayer – the lifeblood of 
everything we do.

Operation 18: Upholding the  
right to choose your religion

•	Pray	that	Operation	18	
would	help	shape	the	
international	debate	
about	the	right	to	‘choose,	
refuse	and	enthuse’,

•	Pray	that	enough	funds	
are	raised	for	the	
campaign	to	be	effective;	
ask	God	to	provide	for	
CSW’s	needs	in	every	way,

•	Pray	that	Operation	18	
would	be	a	turning	point	
towards	freedom	for	
everyone	who	suffers	
because	of	their	religious	
beliefs,

•	Pray	for	wisdom	for	all	of	
CSW’s	staff	involved	in	the	
campaign.

Throughout this 
week please:

Order your Operation 18 campaign pack today!  it’s packed 
with an overview of the issues, action to take and 
activities for you to help spread the word.  Call us on 
0845 456 5464 or email us on admin@csw.org.uk

Please
Pray

upholding the right to 
choose YOUR RELIGION

upholding the right to 
choose YOUR RELIGION

Prayer
Diary
Spring



Week 7
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14-20 April

Rimsha Masih is only fourteen, but medical reports confirm that 
her mental age is even younger. The young Christian girl had been 
accused of blasphemy in August 2012, in a controversial case that 
attracted worldwide attention. Even senior Muslim clerics spoke 
up to defend her after it was alleged that Rimsha had desecrated 
the Qur’an. The evidence against her was weak, and a Muslim 
cleric was later arrested for framing her.

On 16 January 2013, Rimsha was finally granted her freedom. 
Pakistan’s Supreme Court dismissed a last attempt to reopen the 
case against her, and threw the case out of court.

We’ve seen a distressing increase in religiously-motivated 
violence in Pakistan in the past few years. The failings of the 
justice system mean that perpetrators are very rarely brought to 
justice, and religious minorities like Christians are often seen as 
easy targets.

pAKiSTAn

•	Thank	God	for	Rimsha’s	freedom,	and	ask	him	to	continue	to	
protect	her	and	her	family,

•	Pray	for	protection	and	courage	for	Christians	and	other	
minorities	who	live	in	fear	of	their	lives,

•	Pray	for	God	to	soften	the	hearts	of	officials	who	
discriminate	against	Christians	and	others	in	the	education	
and	employment	sectors,

•	Ask	God	to	bring	his	justice	to	the	heart	of	the	Pakistani	
justice	system.

This week please:
Please
Pray
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Week 21-27 April8

Imprisoned Chinese Christian, Alimujiang Yimiti, has 
unexpectedly had his family visits cut. The wife of the house 
church leader was told that her monthly visits will now be 
reduced to one visit every three months.

On Wednesday 23 January, Mrs Yimiti went to visit her husband 
but was refused entry to the prison. Their last meeting, in 
November 2012, lasted just 15 minutes. Since then she has 
spoken to her husband only once, by phone on New Year’s Day.

Alim was sentenced to 15 years in prison for illegally providing 
“state secrets” to foreigners. It’s believed, however, that he was 
actually detained because he had been speaking to Christians 
outside China. The UN has declared his detention “arbitrary”, 
stating that it contravenes the Universal Declaration of  
Human Rights.

China recognises five official religions, but people like Alim 
who worship in unofficial ‘house churches’ are often at risk of 
imprisonment and torture.

CHinA

•	Pray	that	Mrs	Yimiti	would	be	allowed	to	visit	her	husband	
more	frequently,	as	before,

•	Pray	that	Alim	would	be	released	from	prison,	and	the	
unjust	charges	dropped,

•	Pray	that	other	prisoners	of	conscience	are	not	forgotten,	
and	that	God	would	strengthen	them.

Throughout this week please:

please write to encourage Alim in prison, using our 
Connect and Encourage address booklet.
Download iT at www.csw.org.uk/connectandencourage 
or call us on 0845 456 5464 for a printed copy.

Please
Pray

Prayer
Diary
Spring
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Week 9 28 April-4 May

On New Year’s Day 2013, a new law 
came into effect in Vietnam which 
could have grave consequences for all 
religions within the country. 

Decree 92 sets out a wide range of 
limitations on practising religion, but 
the most worrying thing is that the 
wording of the decree is so vague that 
it could be used to control religion in 
Vietnam extremely tightly.

Before Decree 92 came into effect, 
people could meet freely for prayer. 
They will now have to obtain official 
permission for this kind of meeting. 
Strict conditions on foreigners 
organising religious events have been 
implemented, and local officials have 
been given sweeping powers. 

Vietnam is a one-party communist 
state, and although officials claim to 
respect religious freedom, Christians 
are often harassed and persecuted.

ViETnAM

Did you know there are five Vietnamese people  
you can write to using our Connect and Encourage 
address booklet? 
download it at www.csw.org.uk/connectandencourage 
or call us to order one on 0845 456 5464.

•	Pray	for	peace	for	
Christians	who	are	
nervous	about	how	the	
new	decree	will	affect	
their	freedom	to	worship	
and	practise	their	faith,

•	Pray	that	the	Vietnamese	
Government	would	have	a	
change	of	heart	and	would	
reverse	the	strict	controls	
on	religion	imposed	by	
Decree	92,

•	Pray	for	protection	of	
those	who	are	brave	
enough	to	speak	against	
the	decree,

•	Use	the	information	here	
to	inspire	others	to	pray.

Throughout this 
week please:

Please
Pray
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Week 5-11 May10

The bloodshed continues in northern and central Nigeria, where 
for many Christians daily life consists of chronic discrimination 
and tension which periodically erupts into deadly organised 
violence.  The Islamist militant group, Boko Haram, is responsible 
for ongoing attacks in these areas.

Twelve people died in Christmas attacks on churches in Yobe and 
Borno States. Twenty homes and a church were subsequently 
razed to the ground.

It deeply saddens us that this loss of life continues unabated, and 
we believe God’s heart is grieved by this. As a staff team we pray 
for Nigeria on a regular basis.

nigEriA

•	Please	pray	for	the	families	of	the	victims	of	the	violence,	
who	have	endured	grief	and	injustice	for	far	too	long,

•	Pray	that	God	would	place	his	hand	of	protection	over	
Christians	in	northern	and	central	Nigeria,

•	Pray	that	the	hearts	of	the	leaders	of	Boko	Haram,	the	
organisation	responsible	for	many	of	the	attacks,	would	be	
moved	to	peace,

•	Pray	for	CSW’s	team	working	on	Sub-Saharan	Africa	to	
be	strengthened,	encouraged	and	given	insight	in	their	
ongoing	advocacy	work.

Join us in prayer this week for Nigeria:
Please
Pray

Look out for CSW’s Autumn speaking tour around  
the UK, featuring a guest speaker from CSW’s  
fact-finding team working on the ground in nigeria.

Prayer
Diary
Spring



Week

Week

12-18 May

19-25 May

11

12

As well as the victims of religious persecution, let’s 
also remember those God loves just as much - the 
people who are responsible for this suffering. Let’s 
remember that God had an amazing plan for Saul, 
one of the worst persecutors of the early church. 
And although some describe it as the hardest 
commandment to keep, Jesus was absolutely firm on 
the importance of loving our enemies, and blessing 
those who persecute us.

prAYEr FOr THE 
pErSECUTOrS

rEpS

•	Pray	for	Than	Shwe,	the	
leader	of	the	military	junta	
in	Burma,

•	Pray	for	Boko	Haram,	an	
Islamic	extremist	militant	
group	in	Nigeria,

•	Pray	for	China’s	leaders,

•	Meditate	and	pray	about	
Matthew	5,	particularly	
verses	43-48.

•	Ask	God	to	inspire	reps	with	
the	right	words	to	say	to	
their	churches,	

•	Pray	that	Christians	all	over	
the	UK	would	have	their	
hearts	opened	to	hear	what	
CSW	reps	tell	them	about	
religious	persecution,

•	Pray	that	God	would	raise	
up	more	people	to	become	
CSW’s	hands	and	feet	in	
churches,

•	Pray	that	God	would	
establish	more	reps	in	your	
area,	so	that	the	voices	of	
those	suffering	will		
be	heard.

This week please:

This week please:

What’s the most vital part of CSW? It’s not our staff,  
not our offices, nor even Stuart Windsor… It’s you.  
Our amazing supporters. We couldn’t do a single step 
of this work without you.

A network of hundreds of church representatives are 
committed supporters who have a passion for the 
issues CSW works on, and explain these issues to their 
church. They’re our hands and feet on the ground, 
lifting up thousands of prayers every week, and 
galvanising their churches into action on behalf of the 
persecuted.
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interested in becoming a rep?  
Call Jill Coombe for an informal 
chat on 020 8329 0014, or email  
jillcoombe@csw.org.uk

read out the persecutors’ prayer in response during  
your church service or prayer group. pin up the  
scripture poster from the back page of response.



Week 26 May-1 June13

Eric Batista isn’t your ordinary 19-year-old Cuban. He’s a 
Christian refugee, and his family were forced to leave their 
home country because of the long campaign of government 
persecution they endured.

The reason for this persecution? The simple fact that Eric’s 
mother is a member of a group which protests on behalf of 
political prisoners, many of whom are in prison in connection 
with their Christian faith.

Eric and his family are now safe in the USA. And after 
everything he’s been through, Eric’s still upbeat and positive, 
trusting in God, and inspiring the people who meet him.

EriC BATiSTA

•	Pray	that	God	would	continue	to	bless	Eric	as	he	adjusts	to	
his	new	life,

•	Pray	that	Eric	and	his	family	would	find	emotional	and	
spiritual	healing	from	the	brutalities	they’ve	experienced,

•	Pray	for	God	to	use	each	member	of	the	family	for	good	
works,

•	Ask	God	to	bring	freedom	for	all	Cubans	who	suffer	
because	of	their	faith.

This week please:
Please
Pray

Christian Solidarity Worldwide is an organisation working for religious freedom 
through advocacy and human rights, in the pursuit of justice.
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